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I.EECH LAKE RESERVATION COMMUNITY SURVEY TRANSPORTATION REPORT
In the summer of 1992 the CURA Indian Reservation Transportation Survey
was incorporated within a larger community survey being conducted by the Leech
Lake Band of Chippewa. 424 completed survey forms were returned to the
Minnesota Center for Survey Research for processing. The following analysis
concerns the questions dealing with transportation issues (Q28 - Q36 in Appen-
dix A) .
Three of the questions deal with general transportation (Q28, Q30 & Q32).
Question 28 asks about the availability of transportation over a period of
time. Slightly more than half of the tribal members (54%) said they think
that the availability of transportation has stayed about the same during the
time they have lived on the reservation. The other half of the respondents
were divided between the opinion that availability of transportation had
gotten better (25%) and the opinion that it had gotten worse (21%). Figure 1
shows these results on a bar graph.
Question 30 asks how many people in each household regularly use a car,
truck or van for transportation. The results of this question indicate the
number of people in 411 households (13 missing) who use this type of transpor-
tation. Of the households in the survey, less than 5% do not regularly use
this kind of transportation; about 75% of .the households report that from one
to three persons do use a car, truck or van regularly. The remaining
households (20%) report that more than three people in their household use
this kind of transportation.
Question 32 asks how many of the people who live in the house use public
transportation or a car pool arrangement; from this we know that 234 house -
holds (67%) report that no one in the house uses public transportation. About
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16% of the households (57) report one person using public transportation and
another 10% (34) said that two persons in the house use this kind of transpor-
tation. An additional 25 households said that more than two people in the
house use public transportation. This represents less than 4% of the houses.
Question 29 asks how much you think better transportation would improve
life for people living in the house. Figure 2 presents the results in a bar
graph. These results compare well to other tribal surveys showing that over
90% of the tribal members believe that better transportation would improve
life at least a little.
Two questions (Q33 & Q34) ask for information on the numbers and kinds of
vehicles belonging to people in households and asks how old these vehicles are
(See Appendix B Q33A-D). Of the 424 households, 75 (18 percent) do not own a
car. Slightly over half the households own one car and about a quarter of the
households own two cars. Smaller numbers of households own more than two
cars. Overall, fewer trucks/vans are owned than cars ; well over half of the
households own no trucks at all, about a third say they own one truck. Fewer
than 2 percent own more than one truck. There are very few motorcycles; 27
households report owning one or more motorcycles. Even fewer households re -
port owning any other kind of vehicle. Nine households report other vehicles,
although what these are is not stated.
The next question (Q34) asks for the ages and running condition of the
same vehicles (see Appendix B Q34A1-E2). Of the vehicles that run, about 11
percent of households (45) report owning at least one vehicle under one year
old (Q34A1). Vehicles one to two years old are owned by about 9 percent or 36
of the households (Q34B1). Two- to five-year-old vehicles that run are owned
by about 19 percent, or 82 households. Vehicles that run and are between five
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and ten years old (Q34D1) are owned by 174 of the households (41 percent).
186 households (44 percent) have vehicles over ten years old that run.
There are very few vehicles under one year old that do not run (Q34A2);
two households report having these vehicles. Three households report owning
vehicles between one and two years old that do not run (Q34B2); four house -
holds said they own vehicles that do not run that are between two and five
years old (Q34C2). For the category "five to ten years old," there were
twelve households (3 percent) owning vehicles that do not run (Q34D2). For
the category "over ten years old," forty households (9 percent) report owning
vehicles that do not run (Q34E2).
Three of the questions refer to particular transportation circumstances.
Question 31 asks whether members of the household would be willing to carpool
or vanpool for some of their transportation needs. Most of the respondents
said they would be willing to do this (309 or 78 percent), while 89 (22 per-
cent) said they would not. Specific reasons for not wanting to participate in
carpooling or vanpooling were given by seventy respondents (Q31)--this data is
located in Appendix C.
Question 35 asks for detailed information about the places people who
live in the household usually go to obtain services. The details of these
responses are contained in Appendix B (Q35A1-I3). The following discussion
highlights some of the responses (there are numerous missing cases in this
question). Of those who obtain traditional Indian health care, about 75 per-
cent go to the town of Cass Lake (Q35A). Typically, they will go in a car and
they make the trip somewhere around once a month. For other kinds of health
care people also go to Cass Lake, but Bemidji shows up as a destination for
about 22 percent of the households (Q35B1). Most of the respondents who have
jobs go to Cass Lake to work (Q35C1), although Walker, Squaw Lake and Bemidji
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are also places people go to work. Most people who go to a job do so by car
and typically they go at least two to three times a week (Q35C4).
Cass Lake is the town most people (45 percent) go to for food, although
about
38 percent are divided between Grand Rapids, Bemidji, and Deer River
(Q35E1). Again, the car is the most frequently used form of transportation
(Q35E3). There is a lot of variation between the numbers of trips made for
food shopping each month. About 35 percent of the households go food shopping
two to six times a week, 18 percent go daily, and another 27 percent go more
than once a month or weekly (Q35E4).
For employment services, respondents are divided between Bemidji (about
42 percent), Grand Rapids (32 percent), and Cass Lake (22 percent). Most
people get to employment services by car, and the frequency of their trips is
widely varied (Q35F2,3,4). Those who make use of daycare or school (Q35G1)
are divided primarily between Cass Lake (38 percent), other places not listed
(33 percent), Deer River (10 percent), and Bemidji (5 percent). In this
category, either a car or bus is the most frequently used transportation
(Q35G3). Of people who attend high school or college (Q35H1) most go to Cass
Lake (47 percent), Bemidji (18 percent), or some other place not listed (13
percent). The car and the bus are the most frequently used forms of transpor-
tation (Q35H3), although considerably fewer people take the bus (17 percent)
than use a car (68 percent). Most of the respondents who attend high school
or college do so at least two to three times a week (Q35H4).
Most of the respondents who travel to obtain social services go to
Walker. Of those who responded, 48 percent go to Walker, about 30 percent go
to Grand Rapids, and 9 percent go to Bemidji (Q35I1). Although most people
who travel to social service agencies get to them by car (78 percent), over 11
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percent (11 respondents) say they get a ride or hitchhike (Q35I3). Q35I4
pertains to frequency of travel to obtain social services. Fifty percent of
respondents travel to use these services once a month; 30 percent go less than
once a month; and about 20 percent of respondents who travel to use these
services do so more than once a month. In actual numbers, four individuals
make trips two to six times a week, another four go weekly, and six persons go
more than once a month.
The final transportation question on the survey, Q36, asks about a number
of health and welfare situations which may have resulted from a lack of trans-
portation. These situations include having to turn down a job, losing a job,
turning down or losing an opportunity for education, facing a health crisis
and needing medical attention, or having to skip meals, because of transporta-
tion problems. Overall, these situations have not occurred to most tribal
members. Where they have occurred, they are typically not related to trans-
portation problems; however, there are circumstances where these situations
have arisen due transportation problems.
These situations usually involved either problems of distance or car
problems; road quality problems did not rank very high as an individual
response. For example, of those who had to turn down a job, only one said
that a road quality problem was a transportation factor in that situation.
Another thirty-three persons said that distance was a factor, while forty-five
persons said a car problem contributed to the situation. For those who lost a
job, fifteen attributed this to distance, three cited road quality, and
thirty-two indicated a car problem. The numbers are consistent for education
and health crises also. In both cases, 8 percent (thirty or so) of respon-
dents indicated that distance or car problems were factors in missing out on
education or health care. Few people reported that distance (3 percent) or
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car problems (4 percent) were factors in skipping meals. Figures 3 through 6
provide bar graphs of this data.
One notable point in these questions concerns dual and triple responses.
Particularly, a number of people (from 1-6 percent) reported a dual response
which included "not a transportation problem" and "road quality problem." For
example, twenty-three people responded to the situation of having to turn down
a job by saying that: 1) it had happened, but was not a transportation prob-
lem and, 2) it was a road quality problem. Of all the dual responses, this
combination shows the greatest frequency. Fifteen people reported this com-
bination for the education situation, six each cited this for job loss and
health crisis, and five indicated this combination in skipping meals.
The data for questions 28-36 are presented in Appendices A, B & C. In
addition to Figures 1-6 (attached), Figure 7 (attached) shows the income




























A GREAT DEAL SOMEWHAT A LITTLE NO IMPROVEMENT



































































































Leech Lake survey questions pertainine to transportation
The next questions are about transportation.
Q28. Overall, has availability of transportation gotten better, stayed
about the same, or gotten worse during the time you've lived on the
reservation? (Circle one)
1. Gotten better
2. Stayed about the same
3. Gotten worse
Q29. How much do you think better transportation would improve life for the
people living in this house? (Circle one)
1.. A great deal
2. Somewhat
3. A little
4. It would not improve
Q30. Hov many of the people who live in this house regularly use a car,
truck, or van for transportation?
Number of people
Q31. Would members of your household be willing to carpool or vanpool for
some of their transportation needs?
1. Yes
2. No ===> Why not?
Q32. How many of the people who live in this house use public transportation,
such as a bus or van, or carpool with others in order to have
transportation?
Number of people
Q33. How many vehicles belong to people who live in this house?
(Write one number for each item)
a. Number of cars
b. _ Number of trucks/vans (up to 3/4 ton)
c. _ Number of motorcycles
d. Number of other vehicles ======> What kind of vehicle?
= TOTAL NUMBER OF VEHICLES
Q34. For these same vehicles, please tell me how many are in each category.
Number that Number that
run do NOT run
a. Less than one year old
b. Between one and two years old
c. Between two and five years old
d. Between five snd tcr. j^^^.^ ^lu
e. More than ten years old
Q35. The next questions ask for detailed information about the places
people who live in this house usually go to obtain services.
1. What town do 2. How long does 3. How do you




4. Hon often 5. Would you use
do you go? public transportation
(bus or van)?
Yes No
b. Other health care
c. Your job
d. Someone else's Job
e. Food score
f. Employment service
g. Children's day care
or school
h. High school or college
i. Social services,
such as AFOC (welfare)

















Q36. Has anyone who lives in this house had any of the following things





























Had to turn down or
lost an opportunity
for education
Faced a health crisis
and needed medical
attention





NOTE: responses to questions 30, and 32-35 follow question 36
LEECH LAKE SURVEY
Q27. Overall, how would you rate the water quality of lakes and


























The next questions are about transportation.
Q28. Overall, has availability of transportation gotten better,
stayed about the same, or gotten worse during the time you've


















Q29. How much do you think better transportation would improve
life for the people living in this house? (Circle one)
226 (55) 1. A great deal
104 (26) 2. Somewhat
45 (11) 3. A little
33 (8) 4. It would not improve
16 BLANK
Q30. How many of the people who live in this house regularly
use a car, truck, or van for transportation?
Number of people
Q31. Would members of your household be willing to carpool or
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Q32. How many of the people who live in this house use public
transportation, such as a bus or van, or carpool with others
in order to have transportation?
Number of people
Q33. How many vehicles belong to people who live in this house?
(Write one number for each item)
a. Number of cars
b. _ Number of trucks/vans (up to 3/4 ton)
c. _ Number of motorcycles
d. Number of other vehicles ===> What kind of vehicle?
= TOTAL NUMBER OF VEHICLES
Q34. For these same vehicles, please tell me how many are
in each category.
Number that Number that
run do NOT run
a. Less than one year old
b. Between one and two years old
c. Between two and five years old
d. Between five and ten years old
e. More than ten years old
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Q35. The next questions ask for detailed information about the places
people who live in this house usually go to obtain services.
1. What town do 2. How long does 3. How do you 4. How often
you go to? it take to get there? do you go?
get there?





b. Other health care
c. Your job
d. Someone else's job
e. Food store
f. Employment service
g. Children's day care
or school
h. High school or college
i. Social services,
such as AFDC (welfare)





















































Q36. Has anyone who lives in this house had any of the following things
happen because of one of the listed transportation problems?
NEVER
HAPPENED BUT HAPPENED BECAUSE OF A
NOT BECAUSE OF TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM









Had to turn down or
lost an opportunity
for education
Faced a health crisis
and needed medical
attention






















































































































Q30 PEOPLE IN HOUSE REG USE CAR/TRUCK/VAN
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Total 424 100.0 100.0
Missing cases 0
Q33C # OF MOTORCYCLES BELONGING TO HHLD
Value Label
Valid Cum

























Total 424 100.0 100.0
Valid cases 424 Missing cases 0
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Q33D # OF OTHER VEHICLES BELONGING TO HHLD
Value Label
Valid Cum































Q34A1 # THAT RUN LESS THAN 1 YR OLD
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Q34B1 # THAT RUN 1-2 YRS OLD
Valid Cum

























Total 424 100.0 100.0
Valid cases 424 Missing cases 0
Q34B2 # THAT DO NOT RUN 1-2 YRS OLD
Valid Cum
Value Label Value Frequency Percent Percent Percent
0 421 99.3 99.3 99.3
1 3 .7 .7 100.0
Total 424 100.0 100.0
Valid cases 424 Missing cases 0
Q34C1 # THAT RUN 2-5 YRS OLD
Valid Cum
































Total 424 100.0 100.0
Valid cases 424 Missing cases 0
Q34C2 # THAT DO NOT RUN 2-5 YRS OLD
Valid Cum













Total 424 100.0 100.0
Valid cases 424 Missing cases 0
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Total 424 100.0 100.0
Valid cases 424 Missing cases 0
Q34D2 # THAT DO NOT RUN 5-10 YRS OLD



















Q34E1 # THAT RUN MORE THAN 10 YRS OLD
Value Label
Total 424 100.0 100.0
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Q37 YEARS FAMILY LIVED IN HOUSE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Q35A2 TRAD IND HLTH CARE-HOW LONG TAKE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Q35B2 OTHER HEALTH CARE-HOW LONG TAKE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Q35C2 YOUR JOB-HOW LONG TAKE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Q35D2 SOMEONE ELSES JOB-HOW LONG TAKE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Total 424 100.0 100.0
Valid cases 291 Missing cases 133
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Q35F2 EMPLOYMENT SERVICE-HOW LONG TAKE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Q35G2 DAYCARE/SCHOOL-HOff LONG TAKE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Q35H2 HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE-HOW LONG TAKE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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Q35I2 SOCIAL SERVICES-HOW LONG TAKE
Value Label
Valid Cum
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APPENDIX C
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